
Late Maturity Corn 
R5 (Dent) - R6 (Maturity) 

Dent Stage (R5): Many of 
us forget how important 
Dent Stage is to the corn 
crop. During dent, our day 
temperatures are usually 
mid 70’s - mid 80’s with 
night temperatures drop-
ping into the 50’s. With 
adequate moisture and 
these cooler temps, Dent 
Stage can take 30+ days and the corn crop can really pack on test weight dur-
ing this time. But if dry weather and high temps occur, Dent Stage can be cut 
almost in half, and grain fill during this time will suffer. Above are pictures 
demonstrating the different sub-stages within the Dent Stage and the relative 
grain moisture expected at that sub-stage. To the right is a chart that breaks 
down each sub-stage and allows you to see how many days and GDU’s are 
needed to get to each sub-stage.      

Physical Maturity (R6): The charts above correlates to planting date and loca-
tion relative to estimated black layer in the hybrid family P1197 (111 day ma-
turity). This is taking account for the GDU accumulation in each area this year 
(2020) so these dates are only relative to this year. Once at black 
layer, moisture is around 30-35%. Corn dry-down rate is tightly 
linked to GDU accumulation. To go from 30% to 25% it takes about 
30 GDU’s per point. To go from 25% to 20% it takes about 45 
GDU’s per point.  


