
With many fungicide applications already underway, we do want to 
make our growers aware of the possibility of infection of Northern Corn 
Leaf Blight. While the forecast going forward does seem to favor the 
development of Gray Leaf Spot more so than NCLB, we still cannot 
dismiss some potential disease development while temperatures have 
been cooler over the last week.
 

What Is Northern Corn Leaf Blight?
 NCLB is very similar to GLS in the fact that it does overwinter in crop 

residue, so continuous corn fields are more susceptible, as well as 
disease development begins in the lower canopy and spreads upward 
on the plant. NCLB does need cooler temperatures, below 80 degrees, 

while GLS needs 80 degrees or warmer. One of the key differences 
between these diseases is how they can be identified, Northern Corn 
Leaf blight forms long "cigar" shaped lesions that go through the leaf 

veins. This is much different than the Gray Leaf Spot Lesions that form 
a rectangle within the leaf veins.

 
What Can We Do About it?

 As we stated before the forecast should favor GLS over NCLB but 
regardless many of the fungicides we are already using have great 

control of both of these diseases. Varietal resistance is also a key part 
of potential infection but with such favorable conditions for one of these 
two diseases to develop widespread fungicide applications should be 

considered. 








