
Throughout this growing season we have had the unfortunate pleasure 
to see about every disease imaginable in our corn fields. The most 
recent worry has been based around Tar Spot that has begun to infect a 
few fields in various parts of our territory. 
 
What is Tar Spot?
Tar spot is a relatively new fungal disease that began appearing in fields 
across Illinois and Indiana in 2015. While they have been battling this 
disease just north of us for several years, we have never had onset this 
early in the growing season. Normally we would see a small amount of 
development right before harvest, which obviously is too late to cause 
any damage. Tar Spot develops when we have cooler night time 
temperatures (60-70), high humidity, and long periods of morning dew 
or saturated plants. This disease presents itself on the leaf as small 
black specs that cannot be rubbed off by hand, very similar as if the 
plant was speckled with tar as it is named. These specks will usually be 
located near other diseases such as Gray Leaf Spot or Northern Corn 
Leaf Blight if they are present.  While this does not have to be the case, 
Tar Spot is known as a secondary disease so these initial infections 
make the chances for Tar Spot worse. 

How does it damage the plant?
Very similar to other foliar fungal diseases Tar Spot causes injury to the 
plant by decreasing the amount of foliage that is available to create the 
starches that are needed to fill the ear. In severe infestations this could 
cause reduced test weight or loss of stalk quality due to the plant 
cannibalising itself to fill the ear as much as possible. 
 
What can we do about it?
Over the past week we have been in several fields around our territory 
assessing levels of Tar Spot to see if a second fungicide application was 
needed. As of today we have ruled that all of these fields are far enough 
along in their reproductive stages that an additional application for 
strictly Tar Spot control is not needed. If a field was located that had 
extremely high pressure many of our most common fungicides on the 
market, including Approach Prima, are rated good to very good on 
control on this disease. Hybrid susceptibility to Tar Spot is a rating that 
Pioneer is working to include in our foliar disease packages, genetic 



resistance is currently considered the number one factor in attempting 
to manage this disease as we look to fight this disease in the 
coming years.  
 
As always if you have any questions or would like a field scouted 
for this disease please contact anyone on our staff!






